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SB 929 – Lanterman-Petris-Short Act: Improved Data 

SUMMARY_____________________________________________ 

This bill is intended to address a data shortfall that 

exists on what services are provided to those under 

various Lanterman-Petris-Short (LPS) Act holds 

and their outcomes. Due to our fragmented mental 

health system, many different entities are involved 

in the identification, investigation, treatment, 

follow-up, and more when it comes to those 

experiencing serious mental illness, grave 

disability, or dangerousness to self or others, and 

current data requirements are inadequate.  

BACKGROUND________________________________________ 

The Lanterman-Petris-Short Act of 1967 was the 

state’s attempt to deinstitutionalize those 

experiencing serious mental health disorders and 

shift to community-based services. Unfortunately, 

following the closure of many of these facilities, 

those services did not follow.  

Changes at both the state and federal level 

followed, further slashing federal funding for 

community mental health and shifting mental 

health program responsibility to the counties. 

Voters then passed the Mental Health Services Act 

in 2004 to provide dedicated funding for 

community supports and services and prevention 

and early intervention. Shifting responsibility to 

the counties can provide for more nuanced 

decision-making around local needs, but it has also 

hindered our ability to fully understand how 

programs have worked across the state. 

Throughout all of these changes, we have lacked 

crucial data about how the LPS Act has worked and 

some additional ways that services provided under 

involuntary treatment orders can be improved to 

ensure the best outcomes.  

Further, the state has also experienced a dramatic 

decline in inpatient psychiatric bed availability, 

which contributes to the struggles to locate 

appropriate services and provide for timely access 

to care. The Department of Health Care Services is 

currently required to collect and publish data on 

the numbers of holds under the LPS Act, but there 

are numerous challenges when it comes to forming 

a complete picture of what is provided and how it 

impacts outcomes.  

The most recent report, published in July of 2021, 

demonstrates the need for more specificity in this 

requirement. The tables include totals reported by 

each county for each of the LPS classifications, 

including a table of the rates of detention per 

10,000 people. This data is collected from three 

primary sources: reports on services provided in 

county jails, reports on conservatorships from the 

Superior Court of the county, and the quarterly 

report on involuntary detentions.  

THIS BILL______________________________________________ 

This bill would require the state Department of 

Health Care Services to collect additional data on 

the implementation of the LPS Act annually, 

including: outcomes for individuals placed in each 

type of hold, the services provided to individuals in 

each category, the waiting periods for individuals 

prior to receiving care, current and future needs for 

treatment beds and services, and more.  

 

SUPPORT______________________________________________ 

Big City Mayors Coalition (Cosponsor) 

Psychiatric Physicians Alliance of CA (Cosponsor) 

CA State Association of Psychiatrists (Cosponsor) 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION__________________________ 
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