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Meeting Conducted Exclusively through Video 

Conference Meeting 

Alameda County 

Mental Health Advisory Board 

 

 

 

 

MHAB 
Members: 

☒ Lee Davis (Chair, District 5) 

☒ L.D. Louis (Vice Chair, District 4)

☐ Christina Aboud (District 1) 

☒ Terry Land (District 1) 

☐ Thu Quach (District 2) 

☒ Grant Quinones (District 2) 

☐ Warren Cushman (District 3) 

☒ Loren Farrar (District 3)           

☐ Ashlee Jemmott (District 3) 

☒ Brian Bloom (District 4) 

☐ Anh Thu Bui (District 5)    

☒ Juliet Leftwich (District 5)  

 
 
 

ACBH Staff: 
☐ Dr. Karyn Tribble (ACBH Director); ☒ James Wagner; ☒ Asia Jenkins; ☒ Dainty Castro (Administrative Liaison); ; ☐ Lorenza Hall;  

☐ Katherine Jones 

Unexcused 
Absences: 

 

Meeting called to order at 3:00 PM by Chair Lee Davis 

ITEM DISCUSSION DECISION/ACTION 

Roll Call / 
Introductions 

Roll Call completed. 
 

Approval of Minutes Minutes were approved with one abstention (Loren Farrar). 
 
Due to the global pandemic (COVID 19), the MHAB has been meeting virtually, and due 
to the state of emergency restrictions, the MHAB meetings will continue to be held 
virtually at least through February 28, 2023.  As a result of the state of emergency, the 
County buildings are not currently open to the public for meetings at least until February 
28, 2023.  Vice-Chair Louis asked if the possibility of in-person meetings being held in 
March be investigated by Dainty and Asia.  A vote was taken and unanimously passed.  
MHAB meetings will remain in emergency status due to the pandemic, and they will 
continue to use the virtual platform for the December meeting.  There will be no meeting 
in January, 2023. 
 

We will meet virtually again 
next month (December).  The 
meeting conditions will be a 
standing agenda item until a 
resolution for in-person 
meetings is in place. 
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Chair’s Report The following is the MHAB Meeting Schedule: 
A.  Upcoming MHAB Meeting Schedule 

1. MHAB Executive Committee – December 8, 2022 
2. MHAB Regular Meeting Cancelled – December 19, 2022 
3. MHAB Executive Committee – January 5, 2023 
4. MHAB Regular Meeting – January 9, 2023 
5. MHAB Annual Retreat – February 4, 2023 
6. MHAB Regular Meeting – February 21, 2023 

B.  John George Presentation Questions(s) Due – December 2, 2022 
C.  In-person MHAB Annual Retreat 
D.  MHAB Annual Banquet – May 11, 2023 
 
Chair Davis asked that Dainty and Asia create a calendar with these upcoming 
events/dates for distribution to the MHAB. 
 
In re: John George questions:  It is highly recommended that all questions be submitted 
to Vice-Chair Louis, Dainty or Asia at least 30 days before the presentation. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the venue for the Retreat, particularly if the retreat should 
be in person or otherwise.  The general consensus is that the Retreat would be in 
person.  A vote was taken as to having the retreat in person.  The vote passed with one 
abstention for an in-person retreat on February 4, 2023. 
 
MHAB Banquet:  Chair Davis asked for volunteers to assist in planning the banquet.  
Discussion was held as to the specific planning and previous and upcoming activities 
surrounding the banquet.  Vice-Chair Louis stated that this banquet was originally 
designed to acknowledge and recognize the community workers for their service and 
accomplishments.  It was agreed that be placed on the upcoming meeting agenda for 
December 8, 2022 to continue to plan and discuss. 
 
MHAB Report on BOS Joint Health/Public Protection Committee 
Julie Leftwich stated that the presentation was excellently presented by Brian Bloom and 
Vice Chair Louis.  Julie called in with a public comment.  Supervisor Valle expressed a 
desire to come and speak to the MHAB.  There were a lot of community members 
present in support of the MHAB as well.  The Public Protection Committee of the BOS 
will meet on December 15, 2022.  Wendy Still will make her first presentation at this 
meeting.  It was requested that the link to this meeting be sent to the Board members. 
 

 

Director’s Report Presented by James Wagner, ACBH Deputy Director.   
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BHCIP Update:  The Behavioral Health Continuum Infrastructure Program provided 
funds to update BH capital within County departments.  In May, we won 3 BHCIP awards 
to fund various facilities:  (1) 16-bed crisis residential facility at the Gladman campus for 
forensic-involved individuals; (2) Fruitvale – La Familia Social rehab facility for 
transitional age youth to stay from 6 months to 1 year; and (3) Amber House in Hayward 
for a crisis stabilization unit and crisis residential facility similar to Amber House.  Four 
BHCIP awards were submitted in August, 2022 for children’s continuum of care (Willow 
Rock) to expand to 16 rooms; La Familia in Hayward for an urgent wellness center for 
ages 5 to 11 years; Greater New Beginnings near the Oakland Coliseum for a Children’s 
treatment facility.  Additional submissions will be made. 
 
Brian Bloom:  Q:  What is the difference between serving the forensics population and an 
additional Amber House?   
A:  Crisis residential facilities cannot take people currently incarcerated, treat them and 
return them to jail, but they can accept them once they are no longer in jail.  Amber 
House will not have a particular criteria of who they can or will serve.   
 
Q:  Who would you suggest we or the public give support to under these proposals?   
A:  The sole determination of what is funded is dictated by the State (DHCS).  We don’t 
have any strong influence as to what is funded or how much. 
 
Kerry Abbott made a presentation related to the CCE.   
 
Care Courts Update:  The Care Courts initiative passed.  There is startup money for 
each county.  Alameda County was awarded $1,000,000.  The program startup for pilots 
is July, 2023; however Alameda County will not start up until July, 2024. 
 
MHSA Community Planning:  The 3-year plan is out.  The deadline for filling out the 
survey related to the mental health needs of the County is January 31, 2023. 
 

Committee Reports A. Criminal Justice Committee:  Roberta Chambers from the Indigo Project presented 
and discussed two MHSA Forensics Innovation projects:  Peer-Led Continuum for 
Forensic and Reentry Services, and Alternatives to Confinement.  There is no meeting 
in November, but will meet in December (12/14).  Mark Gales will present on services 
and operations in Los Angeles County. 

 
B.  Children’s Advisory Committee:  CAC is still on hiatus until further notice.  Chair 
Davis asked that the committees that have no activity or representation during the month 
be removed from the agenda. 
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C.  Adult Committee: Thu Quach reported that the meeting was attended by more than 
20 stakeholders, and focused on workforce crises.  Matt Modal (sp?) was one of the guest 
speakers.  One of the main issues discussed was the salary issues and issues surrounding 
the CBO workforce and expanding the workforce.  It was suggested that this matter be 
brought before the entire MHAB. 
 
D.  MHSA Stakeholders Committee: Terry Land reported they will be looking at the 
January 31, 2023 survey results to determine what programs to fund for the next planning 
cycle.  The stakeholders group reviewed the Peer and Family Support Training 
Certification programs.  
 
Q:  Will there be anything in addition to the survey, i.e. focus groups or listening sessions?   
A:  Yes, there will be community listening sessions.  They also asked for recommendations 
as to where to send the surveys, and we suggested community colleges and others.  Terry 
will accept additional recommendations.  Groups can also request hosting listening 
forums. 
 
Q:  Are efforts being made to reach out to disability or other communities? 
A:  So far, No.  However they are totally open to include these groups/communities. 
 
 
E.  Quality Improvement Committee: Currently vacant.  Looking for someone to 
undertake this committee.  Chair Davis asked that the committees that have no activity or 
representation during the month be removed from the agenda. 
 
F.  Data Ad Hoc Committee:  A dashboard has been created that will allow for the viewing 
of different correlations between various data points.  This is continually in progress 
focusing on the mentally ill at Santa Rita Jail. 
 
Legislative Ad Hoc Committee:  This committee has not met since the last meeting.  
This will more than likely be discussed at the Executive Committee meeting. 
 
Care First, Jails Last Task Force Update:  Brian Bloom reported that the task force is 
open to the public, and anyone can attend.  However, there has not been much forward 
progress regarding this task force.  The hope is that this inactivity will change and the task 
forces will be more productive in the near future. 

Discussion Items  Office of Homeless Care and Coordination:  Kerry Abbott and Jeannette Rodriguez 
made a presentation, including overview of the Office of Homeless Care and 
Coordination, Roomkey Outcomes, Homekey, Community Care Expansion (CCE), No 
Place Like Home (NPLH) and Supportive Housing Community Land Alliance (SCHLA).  
PowerPoint slides were made available during the meeting.  OHCC has made recent 
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collaborative efforts with various entities since being formed in December, 2019. Some 
of these efforts include the Management Entity for the County’s Coordinated Entry 
System, coordination of supportive services for current and future homeless housing 
unties; pandemic response and risk mitigation of Safer Ground and Isolation Quarantine, 
serving more than 5,000 people, expansion to CalAIM and strategic planning efforts and 
development of Home Together 2026 Plan.  About 50% of clients serviced and served 
are experiencing some form of mental illness.  The estimate of homeless people who are 
in this system currently in Alameda County is 19,000.  However, this is not the full count 
of homeless individuals in Alameda County.  The Homekey project allowed funding to 
purchase housing (hotels or quick-launch units) for homeless occupancy.  Rehabilitation 
construction will be starting ad the former Comfort Inn and the former Days Inn have 
been purchased for this project, with the goal of permanent supportive housing (240 total 
units).  The total number of unites planned is 711 units. In Oakland, Alameda, Newark 
and Berkeley, with a budget of $140.9 million. 
 
Q:  What type of support comes with this project and program?   
A:  Some have tenancy services, dedicated workforce services, case management with 
clinical supervision, and there are a number of FSP service recipients.  These services 
also include medical support at some sites.  Case managers are also available to assist 
with needed services, but there is no requirement for the tenants to participate in the 
various services. 
 
Q: Re Is Vernon Street Place tied into the current work you are doing? 
A:  We are not aware of any connection of Vernon Street Place with our program. 
 
Q:  Do you have any idea how much housing is needed for people who would like to take 
advantage of this opportunity, and what would it cost? 
A: We would not approximately 4,000 permanent supportive housing units, plus 
additional units for special needs clientele.  The cost for building the site-based housing 
is approximately $1.1 billion over 5 years.  The total cost would be approximately $2.5 
billion which would include shelters, medical respite and supportive services, etc. 
 
Q: Once people are in the supportive housing, what is the average length of stay, and do 
they take advantage of the services while there? 
A:  There is about a 98% retention rate, and it is up to the individuals whether they stay 
or not. 
 
Q:  Where/how do the tiny home module units fit into this program? 
A:  They usually fall more into the transitional or short-term models, i.e. emergency 
housing.  They would stay here until more permanent housing is secured.  There is one 
tiny home project in Livermore that does not have any term limits. 
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Public Comment Public Comment was given.   

Adjournment Adjourned at 5:03 p.m.  

 


