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Alameda County Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
July 24, 2013 ◊ 3:30pm-5:00pm 

2000 Embarcadero, Alvarado Niles Room 
Oakland, CA 94606 

 
Meeting called to order @ 3:40PM by Vice-chair Dr. Jeff Davidson     
 
HOUSEKEEPING 
 
Roll Call/Introduction of Guests 
 
 MHB Members:  Sheldon Koiles, Luvenia Jones, Joe Rose, Abu Rahim and Dr. Jeff Davidson 

 
BHCS Staff:    Agnes Catolos, Barry Hall, Dr. Aaron Chapman, Gary Spicer, and Toni Tullys 

 
ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION/PLAN 

Chair Report  Dr. Davidson related that Ms. Friedrich intends to stand  close contact with all the 
board members to know their interest and she will continue to do a half hour training  
before the board meeting for new board members.  

 

Director’s Report 
 

 Update on MH Director and Staff Positions-Ms. Tullys and Dr. Chapman talked 
about the following updates:  
◦ they met with Mr. Briscoe yesterday to make some changes to the county job 

specification for the BHCS Director position  to broaden the minimum 
qualification a little bit  e.g. to recruit people that are not from CA to have them 
CA license eligible but they may not be license in the state. Required clinical 
license to be a MH Dir. are Psychology, Nursing, Psychiatry, Social Work, MFT 
and LCSW.  

 
Mr. Koiles asked how many applications are there. 
 
Ms. Tullys responded that there were over 20 applications in the first round 
that the job application was posted but only 2 applicants met the minimum  
requirement.  Due to some changes to the job specs, the job posting is  
currently closed because it has to go through review by the civil service  
commission. Ms. Tullys clarified that they are only relying info and they are  
not responsible for this job search, it’s Mr. Briscoe and county HR.  

◦ They completed a series of interviews last week for the Adult System of Care 
Director and she will talk to HR about next steps. 
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ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION/PLAN 

◦ They are currently recruiting for the Criminal Justice MH Director and they got 
2 applicants that have experience in CJMH. ACBHCS is one of the only depts. in 
CA that has dedicated clinical lead in criminal justice.  

 NEW: AB 1421 Revised Recommendations 
Dr. Chapman stated that there will be a number of revisions to Laura’s Law 
Recommendations e.g. increasing crisis support programs that are offered 
throughout the county but were not included in the original recommendations 
and Alex Briscoe would like to include a pilot of assisted outpatient treatment 
within the county.  There has been a delay in the Health Committee Meeting of the 
BOS but the revised recommendations will be posted for public comment for 30 
days until the next Health Committee meeting. 
 
Ms. Tullys clarified that the Health Committee meeting change of date had nothing 
to do with BHCS though they are staffing the process it’s the BOS that canceled the 
meeting.  
 
Mr. Rose stated that when it was said that there could be Mr. Briscoe’s 
recommendation to the BOS, he asked how about the MHB, they are not part of 
BHCS and they represent the community as appointees by the BOS. He would like 
to know if they have an independent recommendation to the BOS or do they need 
to either go along with Mr. Briscoe’s recommendation or not. 
 
Dr. Chapman responded that he will step out of this discussion because he felt 
that it should be a determination of the MHB.  

 Ask Dr. Chapman if he wants response time to public comment on MHB Agenda 
Dr. Chapman stated that he has asked to have response time on the agenda 
because there maybe times that he’s not prepared to immediately response to a  
public comment or there may not be enough time during the meeting. He also 
would like to have a little bit of a tickler on what were the issues that have been 
raised.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Rose felt that the 
board owes it to 
their constituents to 
make a vote on 
Laura’s Law without 
revisions. This will 
be an action item for 
MHB Aug. agenda.  

Discussion Items 
Incident in Fremont 

The committee talked about the incident that occurred in Fremont where a police 
officer shot a mental health patient.  
 
Mr. Rose stated that he will try to get more info from the police dept. and he will 
report back to the board.  

 

Action Item 
Crisis Residential 

Dr. Davidson stated that the Crisis Residential Program was talked about at the Adult 
Committee and he believed that the board feels favorably of such program.  

 



 

3 

ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION/PLAN 

Program  
Mr. Rose stated that he would suggest that it should come out of the Adult Committee 
as a recommendation to the board based on what was said at the presentation.  
 
Mr. Spicer stated that he is not objecting to consideration by the board of an action 
item he just wants to understand the expected consequences of an action item and 
recommendation.  He expressed that the idea that the board will be recommending 
this should any funding becomes available that this be a priority service area is a little 
concern he has because there is a crisis residential services in Alameda County and he 
felt like it suggested that there is not is not accurate.  
 
Mr. Rose stated that he understood from Dennis Romano who provided the 
presentation about crisis residential that the state just approved funding for 2000 
beds.  
 
Mr. Spicer felt that when these ideas emerge from committee meetings they may 
sound really attractive and they are but there is a question of resource availability but 
more fundamental really is the priorities for opportunities within limited resources.  
Mr. Rose stated that the board only makes recommendations and the dept. sets the 
priority and makes the final decision.  
 
Mr. Spicer that the presentation was based upon the most desirable traits of a 
particular program, he doesn’t disagree with the desirable traits but he’s only 
recognizing that there are other traits and other issues that go along with the final 
decision. The board making recommendation based upon a positive presentation at a 
committee is only part of the equation.  
 
Mr. Rose expressed that his action is to make recommendation based on what he was 
just educated on at the meeting. Whether or not the dept. will accept the 
recommendation is another thing.   

MHB Website Ms. Jones agreed with Mr. Rose to have some actions done. She stated that she has 
been asking that the MHB should have its own website and a budget that was 
proposed to Mr. Briscoe by the previous chair and he said that the board should have 
budget.   
 
Mr. Rose suggested doing feasibility on how much it would cost to put up a website.  
 

This item will be put 
on next month’s 
agenda to see 
whether or not the 
board wants to 
proceed with a 
website.  
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ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION/PLAN 

Dr. Davidson felt that the question is whether or not there would be duplication of 
info with the county.  He felt that there’s no sense to spend time or money just to post 
duplicate info. 
 
Ms. Jones expressed that the board is not supposed to mix their stuff with the county; 
it’ll just be for board website.  
 
Mr. Koiles would like Ms. Jones to explain what would be on the website that would 
help convince the board. 
 
Ms. Jones responded that any info that needs to be put on the website as a board. She 
felt that the public need more accessibility to be able to communicate with the board, 
to be more open, to get more opinions from the public, and to be able to do what the 
public need because they represent the people in the community. She stated that she 
will bring information at the board meeting.  

Proposed Agenda 
Items for MHB July  
meeting 
 
 
 

Proposed Agenda Items for MHB July 2013 meeting 
Discussion Items:  
A.  MHB Website 
B.  Adhoc Retreat/Training 
C.  MHB Goals  
D.  Adhoc Grievance Review Update 
 
Action Item:  
AB1421/Laura’s Law recommendations-Joe Rose’s motion is that the ACMHB 
recommends that the Board of Supervisors implement AB1421/Laura’s Law in 
Alameda County without revisions or amendments.  

 

Board comment Abu Rahim commented on the following: 
◦ He agreed with Ms. Jones about having a website in principle though he has some 

issues, he doesn’t know how it would work out, and felt that a dedicated website 
will give public accessibility to more info.  

◦ He agreed with Mr. Rose regarding the board recommending that AB1421 be 
implemented without revision. 

 

Minutes submitted by Agnes Catolos 


