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Alameda County Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
Feb. 27, 2013 ◊ 3:30pm-5:00pm 

2000 Embarcadero, Alvarado Niles Room 
Oakland, CA 94606 

 
Meeting called to order @ 3:40PM by Chair Patricia Sweetwine     
 
HOUSEKEEPING 
 
Roll Call/Introduction of Guests 
 
 MHB Members:  Luvenia Jones, Sheldon Koiles, Patricia Sweetwine, Alane Friedrich and Rochelle Elias (on phone) 

 
BHCS Staff:    Barry Hall, Gary Spicer, and Toni Tullys  

 

Public:   Gloria Lockett 
 
 

ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION/PLAN 

Agenda Review Mr. Rose would like to give update on the status of bylaw during committee report. 
 
Ms. Friedrich would like to have discussion on Laura’s Law under committee report.  

Mr. Koiles/Ms. Friedrich 
All favored 
Motion passed  

Approval of Executive 
Jan.  minutes 

Ms. Friedrich made a motion to approve Exec. Jan. minutes 
 

M/S/C Ms. Rose/Ms. Jones 
All favored 
Motion passed  

Standing Committee 
Reports 
Adult Committee 

Ms. Friedrich is requesting that staff invite BHCS Staff to do a presentation at the March 18th 
Adult Committee Meeting on CIT. 
 

 

Legislative Committee Mr. Rose reminded attendees that the Legislative Committee will be meeting directly after 
the Adult Committee on March 18th.  Laura’s Law and other legislation will be discussed. 

 

Measure A Ms. Elias announced that the Measure A Committee has finalized the Annual Report, which 
she will have for distribution at the March 11th MHB Meeting. 

 

Update on Board 
participation in 
selection of new 
Director of Alameda  
County Behavioral 
Health  
 
 
 

Ms. Tullys related the following info: 
 HR expects to post the announcement in the next couple of weeks in mid-March.  
 There will be a national recruitment that might take a fairly lengthy time to complete 

application because they are really looking for the right person for the county.  
 HR is working very closely with Alex Briscoe and Dr. Thomas. The MHB will be involved 

together with consumers, family members and providers. 
 The Adult System of Care Director job description which has been rewritten and updated 

was approved by the Civil Service Commission. This position will be posted maybe in the 
next couple of weeks as well as the Criminal Justice Mental Health Director.  
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ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION/PLAN 

Update on Board 
participation in 
selection…(Cont.) 

 Sup. Chan has asked BHCS to make a presentation to the Health Committee on Mar. 18th 
on Laura’s Law. She invited a NAMI affiliate that is not part of the county. Dr. Thomas and 
Alex Briscoe were asked to attend. PEERS will be invited to represent a consumer point of 
view.  Details of the public hearing will be sent to Barry to forward to MHB.  

MHB Training 

March 9, 2013 

Mr. Hall stated that CIMH will send a contractor and 2 other colleagues from CIMH will do the 
training. Timeframe as follows: Webinar from 10am-11am;  question and answer session 
from 11am-12pm; lunch @12pm; plan and development for fy 13-14 scheduled in the 
afternoon until 4pm.  The trainer has also agreed to facilitate the afternoon session. 

 

Mental Health and 

Gun Violence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Koiles felt that he will need a lot of help from the MHB, public, faith community, his 
friends, PEERS, POCC, the whole community because the issue of gun violence is what he is 
focusing on and it’s complicated.  

 
It seems that the discussion on gun violence has 2 folds:1st to limit guns like automatic, high 
powered military guns; 2nd to have background check and every time background check is 
dispersed they speak in generalities, they start out with ex-convicts, drug abusers, domestic 
violence and at the end they put mentally ill. 

 
It was told by Admin. and by a therapist that the mentally ill are no more violent than 
everyone else and that dual diagnosed are more prone to violence and that 70% of 
consumers in Alameda County system are dual diagnosed. It seems that they have over 
categorized mentally ill in this background check process.   

 
He has talked to a lot of people on this issue and he felt that the problem he’s having is that 
he’s on the verge of betraying the consumer movement by almost saying yes, the mentally ill 
should not have guns which goes against the whole theory that the mentally ill are like 
anybody else.  He felt that all this talk about gun violence and the mentally ill isn’t doing the 
mentally ill any good and what they need are opportunities e.g. housing, jobs, money, 
medical, dental, etc.   
 
He has been talking to Rabbi Creditor and Dr. Lowery; both of them are from faith based 
community. He related that Rabbi Creditor went to the White House last month and they had 
faith community discussion at Joe Biden’s office to try to clean up the language.  
 
He would like to have some clarity and to know what can be done about this to clean up the 
language, what the Admin. can do, what they can offer victims and perpetrators and how the 
board is going to respond to this or just ignore it totally which he felt doesn’t seem right.  He 
stated that he doesn’t have answers but his coming up with questions.  
 
He would like to have Rabbi Creditor and Dr. Lowery come to next month’s board meeting to 
talk about what they are doing in the community and what they think should be done.  
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ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION/PLAN 

Mental Health and Gun 

Violence (Cont.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Jones felt that people with mental health challenges are put in serious position especially 
African-American males.  
 
Mr. Koiles felt that the criminals and mentally ill are put in the same place every sentence. He 
related that Sharon Kuehn stated that they are afraid to talk about putting mentally ill and 
gun violence in the same sentence and he will talk to Shannon Elliot to see what her thoughts 
are. He would like to know what’s being done already or what can be one or should be done.  
 
Ms. Tullys felt that it’s really a difficult issue for all of them around the table and for many 
people in the country, this is really a tough conversation and particularly in mental health 
because people are being painted in such a way that the message really needs to be what the 
stats demonstrate that there should be factual info that says mental illness is not predictive 
to violence.  She stated that she doesn’t have the answer but it might be something that the 
Legislative Committee can look at in terms of what is going on at the federal level, are there 
national consumer groups and who are lobbying to make the points addressed today.   
 
Mr. Koiles related that one bill SB127 that says that someone who is mentally ill presently 
cannot get a gun and they want to extend to say that such person can never get a gun even if 
they recovered, it seems it will increase stigma.  
 
Ms. Tullys stated that it’s really a policy issue. 
 
Mr. Spicer felt that the discussion is at the federal level but the action is at the state level.  He 
felt that Mr. Koiles is in the right track to explore whether or not there is a coherent position 
that could be taken by MHB for purposes of legislative lobbying to argue for certain words to 
be changed in any bills that could or should not be included in legislative language.  
 
Mr. Koiles asked to clarify that mental illness is not predictive violence if it means you can’t 
tell either way.  
 
Mr. Spicer responded that if you’re saying that people with mental illness are no more likely 
to engage in violence than people who do not have mental illness you’re saying mental illness 
is not predictive.  
 
Ms. Jones stated that black on black crime is real in our community and they can be target as 
they have mental health challenges which we don’t know for sure. It’s really a serous thing 
and most people who have mental health challenges don’t have guns.  
 
Ms. Sweetwine felt that education is important and they will try to decide which way to move 
forward with this discussion but it’s something that will not go away.  She asked to have the 
rabbi to come and make a 15 min for March agenda.  
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ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION/PLAN 

Mental Health and Gun 

Violence (Cont.) 

Mr. Spicer asked if the presentation can be tailored to the issue of mental illness or is it just a 
broad discussion of violence in the population or is it only a discussion about gun violence in 
a population is there a way to focus around mental illness. 
 
Mr. Koiles responded that he emailed the rabbi and explained to him about MHB and that the 
board’s focus is improving mental health. He spoke to Dr. Lowery and he seems to 
understand. He would like to see the community through the faith community and public as 
well to see where they are coming from.  

Grievance Committee 

Update 

Mr. Spicer stated that he presented a proposal to BHCS leadership to fund an independent 
program review of the consumer complaint grievance and patients’ rights process. The 
leadership has approved it, the next step will be to meet with the members of the MHB to go 
through the elements of the review, what will be included in the review and then from there 
to write request for interest, publish it and look for the contract to do the work.  
 
Ms. Elias asked when the next meeting is. 
 
Mr. Spicer responded that it’ll be within the next 10 days or so. 

 

Mental Health 

Awards Update 

Mr. Hall provided the following updates: 
 The dinner is on May 1st, the Save the Date flyer has gone out a month ago.  
 Nomination forms have been release 3 times; it’s posted on the web and sent out to 

providers and community.  
 To date, he hasn’t received any nomination back. He will do another reminder as it gets 

closer to the deadline, April 1st.  
 The venue has been changed from Jack London Aquatic Center (rental fee went up 

$1400) to San Leandro Senior Community Center which is $600 less including security 
guard.  

 Categories are: Professional, Business, Child/Adolescence, Consumer, Family, Media, 
Volunteer and Faith Based  

 Each recipient can bring 4 guests; invited guests include: POCC, FERC, family members, 
PEERS, BOS, CAO and Alex Briscoe.  

 The guest speaker is Steven Hinshaw from UC Berkeley, a colleague of Laura Mason. 
Barry has to check with Admin. about a policy about him wanting to sell his book at the 
event.  

 

Proposed Agenda 
Items for MHB Mar.    
meeting 
 
 
 
 

Proposed Agenda Items for MHB Mar.  2013   meeting 
PRESENTATION: 
Mental Health and Gun Violence Prevention  
DISCUSSION ITEMS:  
None 
ACTION ITEMS: 
None 
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ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION/PLAN 

Proposed Agenda 
Items for MHB Mar.    
meeting (Cont.) 
 
 

Joe Rose's suggestions: 
1.  Mentors on Discharge Program Results & Funding Strategy Needed. 
2.  Mental Health Law Reform by members of the LPS Reform Task Force II. 
3.  NAMI IOOV (In Our Own Voice) presentation to the Board and its importance to our 
community. 
4.  NAMI Programs that could cost effectively support current BHCS programs. 

Public Comment Gloria Lockett related the following info about her organization: 
 CalPEP is a non-profit agency dealing with HIV/AIDS and substance abuse and now they 

are family planning clinic as well. 
 They are located at 2811 Adeline St.  
 Their funding comes from federal, county and city.  
 They are serving the whole community for 29 years with emphasis on high risk in people 

of color African-American and people who are homeless and on the streets.  

 

Minutes submitted by Agnes Catolos 


