
Children’s Advisory Committee 
Wednesday, December 5, 2012 
333 Hegenberger Rd, 6th Floor 

9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 

1. Introductions & Announcements 
a. Healing Trauma Summit – January 17, 2013, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Scottish Rite Center 

1547 Lakeside Dr. 
Oakland, CA 
Register: http://healingtraumasummit.eventbrite.com 

b. EPSDT Expansion Phase II-A for School-Based and Culturally and Linguistically 
Responsive Services: (www.acbhcs.org/docs/docs.htm#RFP) Bidders Conferences: 
1st: Monday, Dec. 10th 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
39155 Liberty St., Pacific Room, Suite H800 
Fremont, CA 
2nd: Tuesday, Dec. 11th 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
1900 Embarcadero Cove, Suite 205, Wildcat Canyon Room 
Oakland, CA 

c. Statewide Quality Webinar: “ACBHCS System-wide Approach to Improving Health 
Outcomes for African American Consumers” Monday, Dec. 10, 2012, 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. 
Dial: 888-242-1836; Participant code: 1289332# 

 
2. Director’s Report 

a. Katie A.: We are still being told that implementation will begin January 1, 2013; but as of 
yet there are no implementation instructions. Alameda County has fairly good penetration 
of services for Foster Care youth and children, so hopefully we won’t have to create new 
services, just tweak the existing services. 

 
Jeff suggested that CAC members read the draft manual that was sent out. It will 
answer some questions and does provide a definition of the new terminology. The services 
required are very much like wrap-around; but we can’t call them that. Katie A. services 
will apply to a sub-class of children in Foster Care. It establishes three levels of services. 
Just like the TBS program, providers will be required to use specific “Katie A. codes” for 
billing.  

 
Child Welfare will do all of the initial screening and identify the eligible children and 
youth. There are many questions that have not yet been addressed. 

 
The group decided to read the manual and come prepared to discuss the proposed 
program at the January meeting. 



 
b. Healthy Families: A list of FAQs has been posted on the web. Carolyn suggested people 

go to the CMHDA website to find the link. The State continues tell us that the transition 
from Healthy Families to Medi-Cal will begin January 1st. However, the Counties have not 
received any additional information. 

 
3. Child & Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS): There is a strong possibility that Alameda 

County will be implementing the CANS. The final decision will be made Tuesday, December 
18, 2012 when Children’s System of Care (CSOC) administration meets with Alex Briscoe and 
BHCS Leadership. 

 
Jeff does not believe that there will be any cost to providers as the software is free. He 
believes that there will be a “town hall” meeting for providers with CSOC Leadership and 
Alex Briscoe. This will provide the opportunity for our CBOs to ask questions and get 
additional information. The CANS White Paper recommended hiring a project manager who 
will manage the implementation. 

 
Several of our CBOs are already using the CANS. They had insight based on their 
experiences using the CANS. The CANS assessment can be woven into the assessment 
requirements of Alameda County. It is a way of filtering information that is gathered. It 
does not take the place of clinical skills. CANS is what you make it. It can – and should be – 
used as a tool when working with families and not as a tool to assign numbers. The number 
does not override one’s judgment. Numbers are subjective; they are action oriented. 

 
4. January meeting topic & beyond: Carolyn asked CAC members for their thoughts on 

programs in 2013. 
a. It was suggested that we have ongoing discussions regarding Health Reform. One topic to 

discuss is the Medicaid Benchmark benefits. Another topic might be the nuances of 
different “insurance plans” under Health Reform. Carolyn suggested we invite Robert 
Ratner from BHCS to a meeting – he is “all things Health Reform at BHCS. 

b. An ICPC update was suggested for spring. Invite Andrea Youngdahl to discuss emerging 
issues. 

c. Budget “Thermometer Report.” Discussion with Alex Briscoe regarding the state of both 
the County and State budgets. 

d. It was decided that the January meeting will include an update on Katie A. and Healthy 
Families, a budget discussion that will look at where we were and where we are now, 
projections for 2013-14. EPSDT expansion update and any information regarding the 
State’s reaction to our pushing the reimbursement envelope. 

 

Next meeting: Wednesday, January 2, 2013 
333 Hegenberger, 6th Floor 

Oakland, CA 


