
Children’s Advisory Committee 
Wednesday, November 7, 2012 
333 Hegenberger Rd, 6th Floor 

9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

1. Introductions & Announcements: attendees introduced themselves to the group. 
a. TAY Art Exhibit opening and reception, November 9, 2012, 2:30-4:30 p.m. at 

Embarcadero Cove in the Gail Steele Room. 
b. Tom Alexander is the new Executive Officer at Fred Finch Youth Center. 
c. DHCS Notice: Alameda County Children’s Services has increased the level of 

services in the Emily Q class to 3.83%. Our TBS service levels have steadily 
increased over the past 4 years. 

d. Service Language Documentation & Allergy Documentation Requirement: There are 
changes as to how the above documentation must be recorded on client charts. 
Question arose as to whether the service language has to be documented in every 
note. Carolyn will follow-up with Kyree Klimist. 

e. BHCS Retirements: Dr. Thomas has announced her retirement effective April 26, 
2013. Interviews for the Deputy Director position are being conducted this week. 
Dr. Jerry Berney and Dr. Peter Alevizos have also announced their retirements. 

 
2. Director’s Report 

a. Katie A.: A link to the first draft of the documentation manual is posted on the 
CMHDA website. It is open for public comment until November 18, 2012. There are 
two new codes that are being added to cover Medi-Cal home and coordinated care 
for foster youth. We do not yet know how Katie A. will impact Alameda County. We 
have good penetration in the foster youth community. 

b. Other Health Coverage: Thanks to the diligent follow-up of several of our 
providers and Jackie Mortensen, DHCS Third Party Liability Unit (Bob Bonkowski 
and James Riley) it has been determined that retro insurance policies were being 
added to clients’ records in MEDS going back several months. Research indicated 
that some of the external databases that are used to update information on MEDS 
were not being edited using the same rules. This allowed retroactive OHC to be 
entered into clients’ records causing erroneous OHC denials of mental health 
claims. DHCS has updated the system so that the system only accepts one form of 
edit criteria. DHCS believes that this fix will solve the problem. Jackie Mortensen 
requested the date the fix was implemented at the State so it can be determined 
if our claim was denied before or after the update. 
We ask that providers continue to closely monitor their Medi-Cal reports. Jackie 
will follow up with DHCS in January 2013. 

 



3. EPSDT Update (Ellen Muir): Phase I is completed and all of the allocation increases were 
approved by the Board of Supervisors at the November 6, 2012 meeting. Providers who 
received allocations have 30 days to hire additional staff. Providers must have claims 
within the 2012-2013 fiscal year. BHCS will not accept excuses. 
 
Phase II-a: The RFP is scheduled to be released at the end of this week. This RFP will 
cover programs for School-Based Behavioral Health (not in OUSD) and Cultural and 
Linguistic Responsiveness. Responses are due January 4, 2013. Phase II-b RFPs will be 
issued in March 2013 and will target services for Probation Youth, TAY, Innovative 
Programs and Charter Schools. We are adhering very closely to GSA rules for this RFP 
process. When responding to the RFPs, please be mindful of the capabilities and 
limitations of your organization to manage expansion. 
 
Ellen commends the Network Office staff for the incredible job they did on Phase I and 
have continued into Phase II. The Network Office is going to achieve their goal of 
completing 60-70% of the 2012-2013 contracts in the month of November. 

 
4. Performance & Outcomes: Ellen is on the State committee that is designing the mandated 

performance and outcomes criteria for EPSDT funding. A list of performance and 
outcome questions was passed out and CAC members were asked to work in small groups 
to answer and discuss the questions. Responses were shared with the group and collected. 
They will be included in Alameda County’s input. 

 
5. Brainstorm Children’s Policy Focus for 2012/13: Carolyn asked CAC members to suggest 

ideas for the 2012/13 meetings. 
 

6. Other 
a. CANS: Jeff reported that CANS is the assessment tool of choice for Alameda 

County. The next step is to convene a meeting with BHCS Leadership and Alex 
Briscoe to review. The State is going through a parallel process and leaning toward 
adopting CANS. Jeff will keep everyone posted. 

b. Healthy Families transition to Medi-Cal; A question arose as to how the transition 
from Healthy Familes to Medi-Cal will impact our system. At this point no one 
knows. Out of 22,000 children who were seen through Healthy Families only 564 
children were treated for mental health issues. The rollover is scheduled for 
January; but it could be pushed out. 

 
 
 

Next meeting: Wednesday, December 5, 2012 

333 Hegenberger, 6th Floor 

Oakland, CA 


