
Children’s Advisory Committee 

Wednesday, March 6, 2013 
333 Hegenberger Rd, 6th Floor 

9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
 

MINUTES 
 
 

1. Introductions & Announcements (5 min) 

 Lincoln Child Center sold property on Lincoln Avenue. They will be moving 
their operations to West Oakland in July 2013.  

 Ann Martin is moving to Emeryville. New address is 1375 55th Street. 

 The California Department of Education is focusing on “Bullying at School.” 
The Department of Education has created a publication that includes 
frequently asked questions. 

 SB 330: Senator Alex Padilla (D-Los Angeles) is authoring SB 330 this year. 
He plans to amend it to improve the educational standards for teaching 
mental health issues to California public school students; particularly those 
in grades 7-12.The intent of the legislature is to ensure that all California K-
12 students are taught about mental health issues 

 
2. Update on EPSDT Expansion 

 Phase IIA: Some of the notification letters went out. 

 Phase IIB: Will focus on select Charter Schools and TAY. Money has been set 
aside for Probation, but more discussion has to occur between Probation 
leadership and HCSA. 

 
3. April Meeting Suggestions 

 Policy level CANS update – review Interface issues. 

 Level of Care decisions need to be made 

 Larger question is what about Electronic Health Records? 

 How will the CANS interface with IT? 

 Sharing Information Protocols. 

 HIPAA & FERPA and how they intersect with Mental Health 

 Document information from National Center for Youth Law 

 Review questions regarding following the rules at each respective 
entity 

 Information sharing with Probation as an ongoing matter 

 Invite consultants speak to the issues: Linda Garrett, Esq. 
  



4. Dr. Robert Ratner (65 min) 

 Medi-Cal expansion and the Affordable Care Act 

 The Carve-out for BHCS is still an open question 

 Senate Appropriations Committee discussions include: 
 The benefits are the same 
 There is no mention of removing the carve out 
 Medi-Cal benefit may go up 

 The Governor proposed that the Counties manage the Affordable Care Act 
programs. Our system would look like Health Pac 

 The Legislative Analyst does not agree. There is a great deal of 
advocacy action going on. 

 There is a great deal of advocacy action going on 

 You can’t give the Counties responsibility for indigent health care and 
take realignment money away from them 

 There is anxiety among the CBO Providers: what will happen to primary 
health? What will happen to BHCS? What about FQHC? 

 Health Reform will be in many venues – mostly at the adult level 

 The Affordable Care Act is a big policy change and there are many 
interpretations: Supreme Court, more lawsuits possible, states have 
flexibility and there are variations from state to state 

 Health Care Reform allows us to do thing differently 

 There is no focus on how to control costs with the Affordable Care Act 
and we need more rational discussion 

 Work at the County level shows Alameda County has a model for the rest 
of the state. We can be creative with new partnerships. 

 FQHCs & EPSDT 
 Figure it out and work better with Student Health Clinics 

and promote health. 
 Maximize our money within the structure we have 

 HCSA – FQHC Stations over 25 years 
 Health Care for Homeless Program 
 How to effectively use FQHC stations  
 Leverage the specialty mental health world 

 Foster Care and Social Services 
 Medi-Cal is available longer for recipients 
 Keep young adults on insurance until age 26 

 Randy Morris is an important partner for us 

 How can we help providers to better serve clients? 

 OUSD is participating in a pilot program with Lakeview School 
 Students enroll in school and at the same time enroll in 

health insurance 

 FQHC’s are developing primarily for adults 
 What about the adults who were excluded? 

 When you work with children, you work with families 
 If we work with families who aren’t “healthy,” then it 

makes it more difficult to work with the child. 



 Coaching families as to what plan to select – how can we 
coach parents into their own treatment? 

 The majority of parents care about their children. They will 
seek treatment for their kids before themselves 

 With the Affordable Care Act, the federal government will pay 100% for 3 
years.  

 What will the Affordable Care Act plan pay? The adult rate is low; the 
match is high. 

 MATCH – new Medi-Cal population is only new enrollees. Current 
enrollees are a $.50 match 

 The role of BHCS Specialty Mental Health 
 The carve-out stays in place use as threshold 
 Mental health and substance use are treated as a specialist 

in physical health system 
 How to work in partnership with primary care providers? 

 Policy and translation on the ground – the gray zone is behavioral health 

 Are the issues adequately addressed in Primary Care?  

 Make clear partnerships with specialists 
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