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MHAB Children’s Advisory Committee (CAC) APPROVED Minutes  
July 28, 2017 ◊ 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m.  

500 Davis St., San Leandro, CA Suite 120, Creekside Room 
 

Meeting called to order @ 10:01 a.m. by Chair Diane Wydler   
MHAB Members: Chair Diane Wydler, Carol Peck 
Committee Members: Susan Bess; Jessie Conradi, East Bay Children’s Law Offices (EBCLO); Tanya McCullom; Gail Steele & Jason 
BHCS Staff:  Nina Hinton, Recording Secretary 

ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION/PLAN 

Roll Call / 
Introductions 

Welcome and Introductions were made.  
 

 

Approval of 
Minutes 

Minutes of June 23, 2017 were approved. Minutes 
Approved 

Public Comments Member - former family therapist - Attorney of East Bay Children’s Law Offices (EBCLO) *represents foster children in Alameda 
County. Discussed a specialty project at Willow Rock, providing direct representation to foster youth with the highest level of 
mental health needs. Patients may be brought into the system after psychiatric hospitalizations or after having unmet mental 
health needs. 

Hospitalizations 

 Discussed problems and issues she has experienced dealing with the Child Welfare System.  
 Indicated that Attorney Advocates are not notified of: 

a. Psychiatric hospitalizations due to lack of process knowledge by the child welfare worker; or slow communication 
between different parties.  

b. Discharge meetings are usually clinical. Due to HIPAA, EBCLO Attorney Advocates are prohibited from participating in 
those meetings. 

Discussed the importance of: 
a. putting services in place before a youth is discharged, because they can go AWOL. 
b. coordinated efforts between the Clinical Director, Case Manager and Attorney Advocates. 
c. coordinating with Patients’ Rights Advocates when a youth has a Certification Hearing for a potential hold of 24–72 hours 

or 14 days. 
 Discussed Reese Hearings conducted when youths refuse to take medications. 

Continuum of Care Reform AB403  

Group Homes - All group homes will be changed into Short-term Residential Treatment Programs (STRTP) = up to 6 
months; longer than 6 months requires a county review for further placement. This also applies to delinquency related to 
the Juvenile Justice System = up to a year; longer than a year requires county review for further placement. 
o Group Homes MUST provide or contract with Providers to offer mental health services. Youths will not be allowed to fail 

out of foster care or lower-level group homes. They will be able to get treatment for a period of time, then return to their 
home or their foster home. 

Family Approval Process: Changes the placement and adoption process into one process rather than two, which is 
more efficient for youth and family.  

AB1299: Presumptive transfer of Medi-Cal to allow out-of-county services to continue seamlessly.  
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 Indicated that youths with higher level mental health needs are typically sent outside of Alameda County. This especially 
poses a problem when specialty services offered through Alameda County (e.g., dialectical behavioral therapy) are not 
offered by out-of-county providers. Traveling for families is also exacerbated. 

MHAB Member asked: At what point does the legal system get involved with foster youth? 
 NON-FOSTER YOUTH: Bay Area Legal Aide works with non-foster youth and will get involved if a youth is in a homeless 

shelter. 
 FOSTER YOUTH: EBCLO is appointed as the foster youth’s lawyer on the first day that the youth enters the system. There is 

also an attorney that works on special education issues. Discussed EBCLO representation in 241.1 Hearings re: alleged 
crimes, where it is determined whether youth should stay in foster care or move to the juvenile justice system/probation. 
EBCLO almost always recommends staying in foster care. 

Chair’s Report / 
Discussion Item 
 

School 

Advocacy 

Proposal 

 
 

 
MHAB Member read the suggestions of the MHAB Chair regarding goals for the School Advocacy Proposal, which also 
suggested incorporating The Kennedy Principles. 
Member indicated that The Advocacy Proposal should emphasize support for the need, not the funding. Wants to invite La 
Familia’s Executive Director to the next CAC meeting to discuss options for funding more parent training and to get information 
regarding the cost to staff the School Advocacy Program. 
 

Goals:  

 Member clarified that Katie A is inclusive of ALL Medi-Cal children. 
 Discussed goals as a committee and goals related to addressing mental health services. 
 Discussed the need to get statistical information (i.e., the number of youths that are: *in Katie A *Out-of-County *On 

Probation, *Hospitalized, etc.). 
 Suggested incorporating the actual language directly from The Kennedy Principles into the CAC committee goals to provide 

clarity. 
 Member will reference some statistics from the County’s Emanio System. Requested a list of the type of statistics needed. 
 Discussed the need for parents to put assessment requests in writing. 
 Suggested having signs in schools to educate parents about their rights and to steer them to the educational resources that 

can help them (e.g., Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund (DREDF); Family Resource Navigators (FRN)). 
 Discussed Transition Plans related to placement changes for students in Special Education classes.  
 Suggested that Town Hall meetings could be a forum to include panel of experts to educate parents about their legal rights. 
 Suggested asking the League of Women Voters to put together a panel of experts which could then be presented in the 

schools (Parents can attend a meeting or brown bag lunch). 
 

Recap Goals: 

 Identify gaps in services (reference statistical data) and  1) Educate Parents on their legal rights;  2) Identify gaps regarding 
Special Education;  3) Educate parents on Transitional Plans. 

 Overall Goal: Explore ways that parents can be supported while their children are receiving services. 
 EBCLO encouraged and highlighted looking through the lens from the perspective of the child / youth; and cautioned about 

being over-parentally focused. 

 Invite La 
Familia’s 
Executive 
Director to the 
next CAC 
meeting to 
discuss options 
for funding 
more parent 
training and to 
get 
information 
regarding the 
cost to staff 
the Advocacy 
Program. 

 Member will 
reference 
some statistics 
from the 
County’s 
Emanio 
System. 
Requested a 
list of the type 
of statistics 
needed. 

 
 

Meeting adjourned @ 11:38 a.m.  - Minutes submitted by Nina Hinton 

 


