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MHAB Children’s Advisory Committee (CAC) APPROVED Minutes  
June 23, 2017 ◊ 10 a.m.-11:30 a.m.  

500 Davis St., San Leandro, CA Suite 120, Creekside Room 
 

Meeting called to order @ 10:01 a.m. by Chair Diane Wydler   
MHAB Members: Chair Diane Wydler, Carol Peck 
Committee Members: Susan Bess; Gail Steele & Jason; Aisa Villarosa, Young Minds Advocacy; Jessie Conradi, East Bay Children’s Law Offices (EBCLO) 
Excused: Tanya McCullom 
BHCS Staff:  Nina Hinton, Recording Secretary 

ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION/PLAN 

Roll Call / 
Introductions 

Welcome and Introductions were made.  
Jessie Conradi is a former family therapist and currently an attorney (EBCLO) for foster children in Alameda County; also 
collaborates with site facilities and providers to improve mental health services for foster children. 

 

Approval of 
Minutes 

Minutes of May 26, 2017 were approved. Minutes 
Approved 
 

Announcements  Young Minds discussed a grant for TAY (ages 14-24) and is publishing a “State of the Community” report inclusive of county-
specific and statewide data (i.e., education outcomes, mental health barriers). Data will start in the Bay Area, then will move 
down to Southern California. 

 

Correspondence  HUSD provided the Intervention Services & Community Partners Guide which is a living document that maps programs and 
services (provided by HUSD Administrator Chien Wu-Fernandez and COST Representative Kate Graves. 

 

Chair’s Report 
A. HUSD Update 

Meeting  

Recap of the HUSD Meeting 

 School district funding determines the programs, how they are administered and the differences in the quality of service. 

 Funding and staffing impedes their ability to provide comprehensive services, but direction and referrals are made to 
families.  

 Talked about the success of the Parent Ambassador Program (Parents are trained to assist parents navigate the school 
system, on campus and in their homes). Problems within the program is: sustained training and long-term parent 
commitment; not enough funding to provide parents with a stipend; the need for more volunteer coordinators at different 
sites. HUSD would like more collaboration with Social Services.  

 MHAB Member suggested a presentation by HUSD Administrator Chien Wu-Fernandez at a Mental Health Advisory Board 
Meeting regarding how the school interfaces with Social and Mental Health Services, and what would be helpful for all 
stakeholders. 

 Member indicated that La Familia and the Eden Center are partnering to get funding for training and suggested that La 
Familia might be a resource for getting funding for HUSD training. Also mentioned a strategy to partner with the MHAAC to 
help set up the Advocacy Program so that it is independent of La Familia to avoid conflict of interest.  

 Member would like to invite La Familia to the CAC for a presentation. 

 

Chair’s Report  HUSD provided the Intervention Services & Community Partners Guide which is a living document that maps programs and 
services (provided by HUSD Administrator Chien Wu-Fernandez and COST Representative Kate Graves). 
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B. HUSD 
Resource 

 

 MHAB Member will suggest adding other program resources (e.g., EXCEL, KINSHIP, La Familia, Seneca, etc.), and 
restructuring the mental health part of ‘The Guide’. 

Chair’s Report 
C. CSOC Update 
 

 Member indicated that the discussion centered around CANS (Child Adolescent Needs and Strengths): Does it improve 
outcomes or just monitor outcomes? Can non-medi-Cal youth be added to their outcome measurements without adding 
additional costs? 

 

Discussion 
A. Recommendat

ions for MHAB 
Annual Report 

Recommendations: School Advocacy Proposal 

 Members had an in-depth discussion about the “CAC Recommendations for the School Advocacy Plan”, which will be 
submitted in the Mental Health Advisory Board Annual Report.  

 Suggestions and modifications to the document were made, that the MHAB Chair will incorporate and present at the CAC 
meeting on July 28, 2017. 

 

Some Discussion Points 

 Indicated that the Kennedy Forum Five Principles will be incorporated and/or be a foundational basis within the School 
Advocacy Proposal. 

 Discussed applying for funding (i.e., private and public). 

 Discussed structuring the document in a way that would get the endorsement of the Board of Supervisors.  

 A suggestion was made to specify an age group, however, a Member indicated that the age factor would be dependent 
upon what services that the volunteer experts are knowledgeable about. If there are a broad panel of experts, then age 
would not be a factor. 

 Add an ‘Introduction’ to the document. 
 

Benefits of the School Advocacy Plan 

 It will make the most of its resources by connecting children to needed programs at its earliest point; 2) It’s expected 
continuation despite the lack of federal entitlements (i.e., Medicaid; rights under ADA). 

 Member who works with foster children indicated that if a service like this existed, many of the foster children that she 
works with would not end up in the system. There are parents who are desperate for mental health services for their 
children and they end up signing a Voluntary Release of Custody, the youth enters the system, which is not well-equipped to 
deal with profound mental health needs.  

 MHAB Member acknowledged the Member’s comment above and mentioned the great work being done by the Criminal 
Justice Committee to divert the mentally ill from jail and into mental health services and programs. 

 Member offered to write something up, about the cases that she has seen, for the next CAC meeting. 
 

 MHAB Member will have a discussion with BOS Chan for support before recommendations goes to the MHAB. 

 

Meeting adjourned @ 11:36 a.m.  - Minutes submitted by Nina Hinton 

 


