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ALAMEDA COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH BOARD 
ADULT COMMITTEE 

June 19, 2006 
1:00-3:00PM 

Alvarado Niles Room 
 
 

M I N U T E S 
 
Meeting called to order at 1:00M by Anthony Hare   
 
 
Present: 
 
MHB Members:  Anthony Hare 
 
Committee Members:    Lois Thompson (Pathways to Wellness), Dr. Kurt Biehl (JGPP) 

Francesca Tenenbaum (Patients’ Rights) and  
Beverly Bergman (MHAAC)  

     
BHCS staff:              Peter Alevizos  
   

 
 

Welcome, Introductions and Announcement: 
 
Sausal Creek (SC) Report:   No report given 
 
Front Door Project Report:  
 
Mr. Hare stated that he finished his reports on 5150 detention in Oakland and that its Dr. Bruce 
Trumbo who have given a lot of probono time taking a look at the numbers on 5150 detention in 
Oakland which was the issue that brought Mr. Hare to MHB.  Dr. Trumbo found a statistically 
significant reduction of 5150 detention over the years; when they’re trying to address 5150 
detentions to see what might really work best to serve 5150 detentions and to put more emphasis 
on them.  Mr. Hare stated that detentions went down as much as 10% when Dr. D’Onofrio’s group 
and other started working with OPD line up by giving training to police officers about alternatives 
to detention.  
 
Mr. Hare stated that he called the state to look at the statewide 5150 detention quarterly data for a 
number of years but the data seems wrong because the numbers went down from 1000’s-100’s and 
stayed in 100’s.  
 
Ms. Tenenbaum stated that she knows a little bit of what happened, John George and Highland 
were double counting the 5150’s.  
 
Dr. Biehl stated that good volumes comes out of the Emergency Dept., Highland probably release 
more than ½ who showed up there.  
 
Ms. Tenenbaum agreed with Dr. Biehl and felt that those numbers are being missed.  
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Mr. Hare stated that those people who are 5150 detained were brought in for medical examination, 
if they are stabilize and not dangerous, they are released and not reported.  
 
Dr. Biehl stated that a doctor evaluates and releases people; that’s how they were missing those 
numbers because double counting was giving them false high numbers.  
 
Mr. Hare stated that the State report is now are pretty much on the same horizon.  
 
Ms. Tenenbaum stated that it’s because there’s no more doubling counting now.  
 
Ms. Tenenbaum related that she began seating on Berkeley’s Quality Improvement committee and 
that Berkeley is also working on 5150 issues by trying to count their 5150, examining how much 
police involvement is needed and how to reduce 5150.  
 
Mr. Hare stated that he expect Berkeley to be working pretty aggressively in those areas because 
they have a much closer correspondence, they have a better communication to everyone who is 
involve in 5150 process and they work more closely with the police.  
 
John George Report:   
 
Dr. Biehl presented John George report which was consisted of data from FY 2004 to FY 2006 i.e. 
PES volume, daily average. For this year JG is already up to nearly 2 visits on average from 24.9-
26.7 which has been pretty consistent; they had a deep down in March-25 but now JG is running 
26-28 a day volume and about 800 a month, previously running about 700-750.  
 
Dr. Alevizos stated that JG volume looks good it seems a little higher in the previous years.  
 
Dr. Biehl responded that it started to change in Jan. 2005; before Jan. 2005 its running 22-24 and 
when he first came to JG 3 years ago its 22-23.   
 
Dr. Biehl expressed his concern about the increase volume of patient stay over 24 hours which is 
running 5-6, prior to Jan. 2005 its running 2 or 3. Average length of stay this year is 7.6 which is 
low compare to several years ago it was 10.  Referrals to other facilities i.e: Woodrow Place-14 a 
month average; Morton Baker-1.6 a month; Villa Fairmont-16 (previous FY-18); Gladman-2 a 
month; Board and Care-about 20 a month which is almost 10%, a lot of JG patients already have 
board and care placement; Shelter-about 34 a month or around 12-13% patients; over ½ of JG 
patients have families that take patients home.  Dr. Biehl stated that people who are refusing 
shelter placement are the ones that get released on 5150; if they don’t tell anything or if they have 
probable cause hearing they get released. JG continue improving back-up in PES because of the 
percentage of acute days and administrative days; 65% of patients are acute; 33% are non-acute 
which means they meet criteria for a lower level of care and waiting for placement; less than 1% of 
denial days; Administrative days its up to 38% nearly 40% last March and April.  
 
Dr. Biehl stated that it’s an exciting year and they are looking forward to the next fiscal year; with 
the new leadership at the Medical Center is quite inspiring, there’s a lot of care.  
 
Mr. Hare stated that John George Report is an encouraging and optimistic report and he felt that 
John George should make a presentation and give update to MHB.  
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Discussion Items: 
• Report on number of 5150 Detentions-Mr. Hare stated that Dr. Trumbo suggested looking at 

how effective Sausal Creek is and rather than reference it to walk-ins (which are the people 
who came in referred from everywhere) he suggested looking at the difference with near and 
far beats in Oakland, just proximity to see whether there are differential impacts in the city.  
Mr. Hare related that he drove around Sausal Creek; he looked for matches of business with the 
International Blvd.  Business District; he looked for matches of residential areas; he had picked 
some far west and far east Oakland beats and when he looked at the average numbers of 
detention for about a year they were pretty close match to the cluster beats running Sausal 
Creek.  Mr. Hare related that Dr. Trumbo called him back to say that all of Oakland showed a 
decline over the years; they looked at the areas of cluster of beats that showed a decline in the 
number of 5150 with the exception of beats around Sausal Creek.  

 
Dr. Biehl asked up to what period of time the study was. 
 
Mr. Hare responded that the period of reductions was about 18 months and didn’t see good 
numbers after this period; good numbers were up to 2004. Mr. Hare felt that there had been 
some changes, Oakland 5150 detentions are up again.  

 
• OPD Draft Policies- Mr. Hare related that he had asked Steve Bischoff to look at the OPD 

Draft Policies.  Mr. Bischoff gave Mr. Hare 2 pages of what the family members thought i.e. 
there’s no need how to contact mentally persons; no need to reiterate verbatim the 5150 
procedures they felt its not the place for it.  For Mr. Hare, the concern he had with the draft was 
its too detailed on diagnosis and that it would be more appropriate to teach police officers this 
materials in their annual training. 

 
Ms. Tenenbaum stated that from patients’ right perspective she would like to be able to have 
some input into Section 4 police holds criminal and psychiatric charges and related that she has 
a lot of info because she’d done a lot of research on this area.  
 
Mr. Hare responded that Ms. Tenenbaum could give her input to him and he will give it to the 
people who are working on the draft.  

 
• AB1424 Form-Mr. Hare felt that there should be police participation in drafting the AB1424 

form and that there are some confusion with the form i.e.there’s no procedure for bringing all 
parties to the table who both use the forms; need the info of the form in each of the cooperating 
agencies for an officer to 5150 a person requires about 3 paragraph on the form and to 
incorporate the input from family members it requires about 4 page form.  Mr. Hare would like 
to have a much simpler form.  

 
Ms. Tenenbaum stated that she is willing  to go to San Mateo County and find out how their 
cops using the form and to see how it’s working for them and she’s also willing to ask the 
committte to meet one more time and ask police officers to come and talk about what 
logistically make sense for the form.  

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 3pm 
Minutes submitted by Agnes F. Catolos 


