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ALAMEDA COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH BOARD 
ADULT COMMITTEE 

March 20, 2006 
1:00-3:00PM 

Alvarado Niles Room 
 
 

M I N U T E S 
 
Meeting called to order at 1:00M by Anthony Hare   
 
 
Present: 
 
MHB Members:  Anthony Hare 
 
Committee Members:    Lois Thompson (Pathways to Wellness), Mary Suilmann (Telecare), 

Pansy Taft-Butkowski (Sausal Creek) and  
Kathie Zatkin (ACNMHC/Front Door) 

     
BHCS staff:              Peter Alevizos and Agnes Catolos    
   

 
 

Welcome, Introductions and Announcement: 
 
PRESENTATION:  Presentation by Lt. Peter Sarna TOPIC:  5150 Detentions in Oakland 
  
Lt. Peter Sarna was not able to come. Mr. Hare stated that at the last meeting, he handed out the 
draft that he was working on which showed how Alameda County generally from year to year 
occupy the 3rd position in the state re: numbers of 5150 detentions per 10,000 population. Another 
thing that came out of the last meeting was Mr. Chambers pointed out that he was concern about 
reporting to the state may in fact be under reported because the 5150 detentions reported appeared 
to be from John George as oppose to south county facilities i.e. Eden. Mr. Hare felt that there is 
some sort of reporting error and that according to the fellow at the State DMH who maintains the 
report, that its not frequent but once in  a while there are some errors with the numbers but the fact 
that Alameda County might consistently under reported was news to Mr. Hare. 
 
Mr. Hare stated that he spoke with Mr. Sarna re: numbers of 5150 detentions in Alameda County.  
Mr. Sarna is a Lt. who work in OPD who has access to the Records Management System and he 
looked at the numbers of 5150, where and when they occur.  Mr. Sarna’s preliminary info was that 
there are some times when a there’s a disproportionate number of 5150 detentions which was 
different from what the committee found when they looked at it 3 or 4 years ago.  Mr. Hare would 
like to try and put some milestones in place for looking at whether efforts to address 5150 
detentions are effective. 
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Sausal Creek (SC) Report:    
 
Ms. Taft-Butkowski stated that the updated number of clients they’ve seen in March increased 
from 166 to 188; 213 for February; Ms. Taft-Butkowski stated that she looked back historically to 
see how they’ve done in the month of February in the previous years and to see if its every year 
that they’re slow in February...this year was their slowest eventhough Sausal Creek is now more 
stable in terms of staffing and there are no major issues going on; they continue to have majority of 
clients to be a walk-in capacity as oppose to referrals; they continue to see the majority of clients 
who are uninsured as oppose to insured and those who do have some type of insurance mostly tend 
to be Medi-Cal recipients; they do get a significant number of Kaiser clients but Sausal Creek has 
to get those clients reconnected to Kaiser because Kaiser does have a crisis program.  
 
Ms. Taft-Butkowski also distributed handouts of the Clients Traffic Worksheet for Jan. and Feb.  
 
Mr. Alevizos asked the Doctor’s schedule at Sausal Creek. 
 
Ms. Taft-Butkowski stated that the Doctor’s schedule are as follows: 
Mon.-Thurs. 11am-7:30pm 
Friday  2pm-10pm 
Sat and Sun. 12pm-10pm 
 
It was requested to add the Doctor’s schedules to the report 
 
Ms. Thompson asked if there’s any thoughts of having a Sausal Creek kind of service for children, 
adolescents and families.  
 
Mr. Alevizos agreed that there should be a Sausal Creek kind of service for children and related 
that there is a new RFP for an adolescent facility in the Fairmont Campus that will have capability 
with some crisis work 
 
Ms. Suilmann stated that one of the challenges at Sausal Creek is space issue, when traffic is really 
heavy there’s a long wait because there’s not enough space to interview people and also need a 
bigger storage space for their medical records.  
 
John George Report:  No report given. 
 
PUBLIC AND COMMITTEE COMMENT:    
 
Mr. Hare suggested that for next month’s meeting he will ask Peter Sarna to come again if he has 
some interesting info and he will also try to ask Dr. Trimble if he’s available to come to present 
statistics. Mr. Hare added that he won’t be available for next month’s meeting and suggested 
canceling the meeting on April 17th, reschedule it to May 1st and cancel the meeting on May 15th.  
 
Ms. Thompson stated that Pathways to Wellness is staying pretty busy, both in Union City and 
Oakland.  Oakland clinic is pretty booked in terms of new referrals and Union City for elderly.  
Pathways to Wellness is in the process of recruiting new doctors for both location.  
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 3pm 
Minutes submitted by Agnes F. Catolos 


