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Alameda County Mental Health Board 
ADULT COMMITTEE MINUTES  

November 17, 2014 ♦ 12:00pm-2:00pm 
Alvarado Niles Room  

 
Meeting called to order @ 12:00pm by Chair Abu Rahim 
 
HOUSEKEEPING 
 
Roll Call/Introduction of Guests 
 
MHB Members:   Luvenia Jones, (District 3), and Abu Rahim (District 5) 
Committee Members:    Joe Rose (Resident, District 1), Francesca Tenenbaum (MHAAC), Beverly Bergman (MHAAC), and  
  Hazel King (MHAAC) and Patricia Van Hook (Schuman Liles)  
BHCS Staff:  Ken Coelho and James Wagner 

 

ITEM DISCUSSION  PLAN/ACTION 

Approval of Adult 
Committee Oct.  
2014 Minutes 
 

Mr. Rose made a motion to approve Adult Committee Oct. 2014 minutes as submitted.  M/S/C Mr. Rose/ 
Ms. Jones 
Motion passed  

Overcrowding at 
JGPH and Consumer 
written and verbal 
Grievances Process 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was stated that there was a statement made at the AB1421 Stakeholder’s Committee 
concerning shortage of beds at JGPH; this statement erroneously cited the number of people 
sleeping on the floor.  
 
It was related that there’s a number of factors that led to overcrowding at PES e.g. 
 Both providers and client community have been trained to run to PES and about 20 to 25% 

of people who are showing up at PES may not need to be there; they need housing or they 
need a place to stay for a night. They show up at PES because they know that they can get 
immediate attention there.  

 It was stated that there’s not enough community based crisis services. There is a need to 
develop more community based crisis services, more crisis residential programs, more 
robust crisis stabilization units, peer respite, and more services are needed that are within 
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Overcrowding at 
JGPH (Cont.) 
 

the community, open 24/7 where consumers can go instead of John George.  
 

It was related that a community planning process just started that will conclude sometime in 
February.  Some consultants were hired and they are doing an assessment for the county to 
identify what is needed for community based crisis. The overall end goal is to develop 
community based crisis services. There’s only 1 crisis residential program in Alameda County.  
 
A committee member talked about some possible solutions that could help with crisis services 
concern and mentioned the Mentors on Discharge Program that could help alleviate the rush to 
the front door at John George. 
 
A question was asked about the difference with Gladman and Woodroe Place.  
 
It was stated that Gladman is licensed as a mental health rehab facility and they have different 
set of regulations that can hold people for a longer period of time than other places.  
 
Woodroe Place is a crisis residential facility that is licensed to allow up to 14 days stay. The 
county has 14 beds in Woodroe; 3 for TAY.  
 
It was mentioned that what the MHB and Adult Committee can do is to partner with BHCS 
around most of the issues that was pointed out. It was stated the need to figure out how to 
partner and work together to try to have better services to the most vulnerable residents in the 
county.  It was also stated that a partnership is an agreed upon arrangement by both parties 
and must be grounded in mutual respect between both parties. 
 
 

Meeting Adjourned @ 1:39pm ◊ Minutes submitted by Agnes Catolos 
 


