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Alameda County Mental Health Advisory Board APPROVED Minutes 
July 10, 2017 ◊ 12:00pm-2:00pm 

1100 San Leandro Blvd., San Leandro, CA. 94577 
 

Meeting called to order @ 12:01PM by Chair Alane Friedrich 
Roll Call/Introduction of Guests 
Mental Health Board Members:   
Present: Chair Alane Friedrich; Vice-Chair Lynna Do; Luvenia Jones; Sheldon Koiles; Linda Ramus; Diane Wydler 
Excused: Jaseon Outlaw; Brian Bloom; Lee Davis; Ernest Hardmon 
Absent: Lorene Kiger; Carole Peck  
BHCS Staff: Interim Director, Don Kingdon; Interim Deputy Director, James Wagner; MHAB Liaison, Sarah Linder; Recording Secretary, Nina Hinton; 

Rashad Eady, BHCS Ethnic Services 

ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION 

Roll Call-Introductions Introductions were made.  

Emergency Action None.  

Approval Minutes   June 12, 2017 – Tabled. June 12th Minutes 
carried over to  

August 14, 2017 

Correspondence  CALBHBC SB 82 Mental Triage Information Gathering Meeting  

 POCC June 2017 Calendar & Newsletter 

 

Announcements July is Bebe Moore Campbell National Minority Mental Health Awareness Month  

Interim Director’s 
Report 
 

 Discussed the use of Board & Care facilities and Out-of-County Placement and recommended coming back to a 
future MHAB meeting for an overview of the County’s entire Bed-Purchasing Structure; what the discretionary 
and non-discretionary areas are in the broader context of the County’s responsibilities from the purchase of 
acute care beds at John George through housing and rental subsidy support from MHSA. The Housing Director 
will be present for the discussion. Initially, the focus will be on adults. At a future meeting, the contract 
provider can attend to discuss acute care and crisis psychiatric healthcare services for children. 

 SB82: California Behavioral Health Care Directors Association has been working on an advocacy position for 
counties to be given more time to expend SB82 funds. The remaining programs are *Amber House *$375k CIP 
grant award for a Peer Respite program *a Crisis Residential Facility will open in East Oakland serving the 
needs of the African American community. 

 CALBHBC SB82 Mental Triage Information Gathering Meeting on June 29th regarding how grants would be 
allocated to counties: The outcome of that meeting will be discussed at an upcoming CALBHBC meeting. BHCS 
staff will then be able to update the MHAB at a future meeting. 

 Quality Management Director mentioned the mandatory annual report regarding Grievances and Appeal 
Patterns as part of the Quality Assurance process, which is included in the report to the state. The QM Director 
responded to a MHAB Member’s question about the nature of cultural appropriate grievances. He stated that 
there are issues surrounding language; and matching cultural background and ethnicity of therapist and 
service providers to client. Further, in response to providers receiving training, the QM Director indicated that 
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ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION 

the County is required under California Code of Regulations to ensure that the system is culturally competent, 
so the County monitors provider trainings and offers Class Standards Training.  

Discussion Items 
A. Annual Report 
B. Board Goals 
C. Site Visits 
D. Proposed “Question 

Box” 

1. The 2015-16 and 2016-17 MHAB Annual Reports will be combined and each Committee will present a 
summary of activities and/or motions for inclusion into the Annual Report. The draft will be presented to the 
MHAB for a vote before it is presented to the BOS. 

2. Board Goals will be covered under Chair’s Report.  
3. Encouraged MHAB members to attend upcoming MHSA site visits and strongly recommended that the 

Members attend their district’s Community Input Meeting, or support another district’s meetings. 
4. MHAB Member Jones created a Public Question Box to give an additional option for public comments at 

MHAB meetings. She also expressed the need for an interactive website. Suggested that an ad hoc committee 
review the comments. 
Interim Director clarified that:  

 Public comments made during meetings can be responded to by the MHAB or by staff at a future meeting 
(where it is appropriate to answer) with caution exhibited regarding preserving individuals’ right-to-privacy 
and confidentiality. 

 Questions/comments deposited in the “Question Box” would be handled like Correspondence, then the 
MHAB would make the determination, in general, as to how to handle the correspondence. 

 The purpose of the website is for the county and the MHAB to meet its obligation to post agendas, to post 
minutes on the records of the meeting, and to inform the public of their right to make public comment at 
meetings and to have an opportunity to correspond to the MHAB through correspondence. 

MHAB Member indicated that the Question Box correspondence will be handled in the MHAB Executive 
meeting. 

 

Chair’s Report 
1. Fiscal Year Goals 

1. MHAB Member encouraged Committees to make more recommendations and motions to be forwarded to 
the BOS Health Committee and the BOS. Asked the CAC Chair to remain Chair [She Accepted].  

 Board Goals: *Town Hall Meetings in Haggerty / Chan districts *MHAB Banquet *Board training offered 
per Member availability, etc. 

 

Committee Reports 
1. Adult Committee 

 MHAB Member is preparing for an Adult Committee Chair successor. 

 June’s meeting was cancelled. 

 MHAB Member 1) inquired about moving the Adult Committee day, and 2) suggested forming a “Minority 
Committee” which will address certain issues of varying groups. 

 MHAB Member recommended that the MHAB Liaison set up a meeting between the Member and the Ethnic 
Services Manager. 

MHAB Member 
recommended that the 
MHAB Liaison set up a 
meeting between MHAB 
Member Do and the 
Ethnic Services Manager. 

2. Criminal Justice 
Committee  

 MHAB Member will ask the current Chair to continue as Chair. 

 June’s meeting was cancelled. 

 

3. Children’s 
Advisory 
Committee  

 MHAB Member discussed CAC School Advocacy Proposal Introduction and Recommendations regarding 
children that struggle with mental and emotional issues that start to affect their education. Within the 
document are statistics and information concerning outcomes of children who are not treated early. 
Accounts of personal situations will also be included. The CAC has collaborated with the HUSD Assistant 
Superintendent of Children & Family Services, COST, and other experts in the field, as well as has 
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ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION 

incorporated and/or has used field documents as a basis within the CAC Proposal. Holistic approaches and 
collaboration with other agencies were discussed, as well as a Pilot Program which would be staffed by a 
body of volunteer experts that can assist families.   
 

The MHAB continued discussion about the Proposal. 

4. MHAB Awards MHAB Member explained that the MHAB Award Banquet is a commitment of three (3) months out of the year.  

BOARD COMMENTS MHAB Member mentioned that the topic for the Data Notebook will be, “Older Adults with an Emphasis on 
Cultural Experience”. Suggested doing advanced preparation. 
MHAB Member suggested a presentation by the Older Adult Services Division Director and the GART Team. 
MHAB Member shared her background and resume. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS Public Member expressed frustration and concern about sending individuals to inadequate Board & Care 
facilities. Also expressed concern about SLE’s and how they are regulated. 
 

Member discussion ensued about situations surrounding Board & Care facilities. 
 

Public Member: 1) commented about out-of-county acute care placement and funding for psychiatric in-care 
patients. 2) Regarding 10 Alternatives to AOT: suggested using programs with the best efficacy and to move 
funding to programs that are performing well. Requested having a discussion about these topics at the Adult 
Committee 3) Indicated that the MHAB should have its own funding for work that the Board and Committee 
Members do 4) Expressed that responding to public comments, if not agendized, is a violation of the Brown Act. 
Suggested not having discussion about public comments if not on the agenda. Once comments are made, Brown 
Act has been satisfied. 
 
Public Member expressed concern about a family member in a Board & Care. Explained that facilities in violation 
can be accessed on the web. Expressed interest in the presentation on Bed-Purchasing Structure. 

 

Adjourned 2:12 p.m. - Minutes submitted by Nina Hinton 

 

 


