
Transgender  
Day of Remembrance 

Background 
The Transgender Day of Remembrance is observed in late November in recognition of the 1998 
murder of Rita Hester. Rita was a highly visible member of the transgender community in her 
native Boston, where she worked locally on education around transgender issues. On Saturday, 
Nov 28, Rita was stabbed 20 times in her apartment. A neighbor called the police, and Rita was 
rushed to the hospital. She passed away from cardiac arrest only moments after being admitted. 
Thirteen years later, police have still not found Rita’s murderer (or murderers). In 1999, one year 
after Rita’s murder, advocate and writer Gwendolyn Ann Smith coordinated a vigil in Rita’s honor. 
The vigil commemorated not only Rita, but all who were tragically lost to anti-transgender 
violence. 
 
In addition to the vigil, Smith launched the Transgender Day of Remembrance website to 
recognize and remember those whose lives have been lost to anti-transgender 
violence. Organizations throughout the world now recognize the day.  
 
The 2014 Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, and HIV-affected Hate Violence Report from 
the National Coalition of Anti-Violence Projects shows that, of the victims murdered, 80% were 
people of color, 55% were transgender women, and 50% were transgender women of color. 
Transgender women survivors of hate violence were also more likely to experience police 
violence, physical violence, discrimination, harassment, sexual violence, threats, and intimidation 
compared to those who were not transgender women.  As murders of transgender people often 
go unreported, and the identity of transgender murder victims is often misreported, there is no 
way to know accurate numbers. 
 
This year the cycle of violence against transgender and gender non-conforming people claimed at 
least 25 lives nationally since the last Transgender Day of Remembrance, and more globally. Many 
more incidences of murder and violence against transgender people go unreported. For more 
stories of people who have lost their lives to anti-transgender hate violence, visit www.tdor.info  
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http://www.transgenderdor.org/
http://avp.org/storage/documents/Reports/2014_HV_Report-Final.pdf
http://www.transgenderdor.org/?page_id=1663
http://www.transgenderdor.org/?page_id=1663
http://www.transgenderdor.org/


How your organization or group can support 
Transgender Day of Remembrance 
 

 Support local transgender and LGBTQ organizations and find out how they plan to observe 
 the Transgender Day of Remembrance. Go to the website www.TDOR.info to 
 find an event near you. 2016 events should be posted by 11/1/16.  

 Hold a simple remembrance ceremony in a public space where you work. Google 
 “Names of transgender people killed in 2016” to find other lists and photos.  

 Hold a forum and panel discussion with local advocates 
 Host poetry-spoken word readings, art exhibits 
 Show documentaries about transgender lives and issues 
 Display interactive representations of the number of transgender people murdered, such 

 as tombstone cutouts, memorials with photographs, or chalk outlines 
 Create an action committee to follow-up on unsolved local cases of transgender violence 

 or murder to show where the investigation stands. 
 

The first thing to do is to connect with local LGBTQ organizations for a complete listing of events 
being held throughout your community. View a list of local events. By seeking out such events, you 
will have an opportunity to connect with local advocates. 
 

Fair, Accurate and Inclusive Support 

Visibility is key to increasing public awareness and understanding of transgender people and 
events. Opposing viewpoints on complex issues are, of course, to be expected. 
 
While this day is a day of mourning and remembrance, it is also a day to reflect on contributions to 
the community and the power of survival. While commemorating those lost to anti-transgender 
violence, please also note the contributions of living transgender people. By highlighting these 
stories, you will undo some of the dehumanization that has taken place in the media, and in 
society. 
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Resources 
 

International Transgender Day of Remembrance: 
www.tdor.info  
NOTE: 2016 EVENT SITES NOT UP ON WEBSITE AS OF 8/25/16 
WE SUGGEST THAT YOU CONTACT 2015 LIST PARTICIPANTS TO CONFIRM 2016 PARTICIPATION 

National Center for Transgender Equality: 
www.transequality.org 

Sylvia Rivera Law Project: 
www.srlp.org 
 
Trans Women of Color Collective: 
www.twocc.us 

Transgender Europe's Trans Murder Monitoring Project: 
www.transrespect.org/en/research/trans-murder-monitoring/  
 
Transgender Law Center: 
http://transgenderlawcenter.org 
 
TransJustice at the Audre Lorde Project: 
www.alp.org/transjustice/ 

 

Reports on Hate Violence and Discrimination 

Injustice at Every Turn: A Report of the National Transgender Discrimination Survey (National 
LGBTQ Task Force and the National Center for Transgender Equality) 

Transgender Day of Remembrance 2016 – Trans Murder Monitoring Update 
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