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February 15, 2018 
 
To:  All BHCS Staff and Providers 
 
From:  James Wagner, BHCS Deputy Director 
 
Subject: Passing of Leslie Preston, La Clinica de La Raza 
 
It is with great sadness that I announce the passing of Leslie Preston, who died on February 8 after a 
lengthy battle with cancer. 
 

Ms. Preston worked at La Clinica de La Raza as their Director of Behavioral Health, overseeing programs 
that have provided both prevention and treatment services to thousands of children, adolescents, 
adults, seniors and families dealing with mental illness, addiction and other behavioral health 
challenges. 
 

Ms. Preston began her decades-long commitment to serving those in need in high school as a volunteer, 
when she taught people with cerebral palsy to swim and trained disabled athletes for the Special 
Olympics. 
 

She began exploring the possibility of a career designing facilities for those with special needs, but 
learned that her passion lay less in design and more in working directly with disadvantaged and 
underserved populations. 
 
After graduating from Bowdoin, Ms. Preston worked in the foster care system in New York City in an 
effort to reunify families. She returned to school years later to earn her master’s degree at Smith College 
School for Social Work. 
 
After graduating with an MSW, Ms. Preston spent a year in Ecuador learning Spanish and then returned 
to work in Phoenix, Arizona leading a Spanish speaking mobile crisis team and then coordinating the 
mobile crisis program and a suicide prevention hotline. 

 
Ms. Preston was a strong, passionate advocate for our clients.  Her passing is a loss for our system and 
department, and she will be missed. 
 


